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MEDCards

©TM

WITH OUR SELECTION OF MEDCARDS,
WE KNOW HOW TO MAKE YOU SMILE.

With its wide variety of payment cards designed to cater for your every need,
BankMed offers you unbeatable convenience, ease of travel, budget planning,
Internet shopping made easy and more earning power with our MEDPoints
program.

Come discover how our payment cards will keep a smile on your face.

Call Center - 24 hours
01-708070

www.bankmed.com.lb
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www.beirutdutyfree.com

Beirut Rafic Hariri International Airport - Lebanon
Tel. 961 1 628700/ 1/ 2 - Fax 961 1 628703 - Email: info@ pac.com.lb
Pre-order: 961 1 629520 ext. 135
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Contracting and Trading Co.
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Since 1952 ... Because your trust is our main concern
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Silver Center

Dr. Nazih Bizri Blvd.
Lebanon - Saida

Phone: +961 7 726 011
Fax: +961 3 732 011
Email: bugatti@inco.com.lb
Web: www.bugatti-Ib.com
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Kanaan Sweets

da-Nejmeh: 00961 7 720271 - Saida - Remaile: 00961 7 729104 - Fax: 00961 7 721633
> Delivery nub: 07 733330
. Email:kanaan@kanaansweets.com www.kanaansweets.com
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LANA MOTORS

N y

o

HONDA

Postal Address E M ﬁ

Lana Motors

East Blvd

Face el-baba sweets
P.O. Box 733 Saida
Lebanon

Telephone (07) 727 220
Fax (07) 727 221

E-mail
lana_motors@hotmail.com
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Al Gondoline Sweets )
Habib Joueidi & Sons l""l"“

Ist Branch: Sidon, Alwastani, Shama'a & Kawan Bldg. Telfax: 961(7)725906
2nd Branch: Sidon, AlKinava, Near Elisées Palace Cinem. Tel: 961(7)7282%
3rd Branch: Sidon, Al Awaleh highway. Telfax: 961(7) 725906
4rth Branch: Beinu, Bir Hussan, Rywd ElSoloh Palice roundabout,, Tel/Fux: 96111858556

Wehsite: www.algondolineswests.com
E-muil: infoi®algondolinesweets, com
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Baguette Restaurant - Saida'Eastern facing V’illaec_naﬁp_
Phone: 07/729643=03/6709/0
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Saida - Dr. Nazih Bizri Blvd. - Tel: 03/379410
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JEWELRY & GIFTS

Llebanon - Saida - Hossam Hariri Str. - Jadd Bldg.
Telfax: +961(7) 720 804 - Mobile: +9561(70) 267 504
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By Hamdan ...

www.roots.com

E Saida - City Hall Center, Tel: 07/720666 - 03/642540
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Hammoud Hospital

ol o j=p0

University Medical Center

Saida - Tel.: 07 723111 - 07 723 888 WWW. hammnudhospital.cy
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Sidon Orphan Welfare Society
Saida — Lebanon
Behind the Government House
P.O. Box: 79 — Saida

Fax: 07 723228
Telephone: 07- 722788, 07- '}'2“?}/
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E-mail: info@maytamsaida.net - Web: www.maytamsaida.net
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Soidao 1 hazieh-Te O7,224444, 222219-Fax: O7/222218
Khalde, main rood-Tel: 05/805777-Telfox: 05/805577
A H S 0 N SALIDI ARABIA KINGDOM
) R e Riyodh, al maodoen indusirial zone, al khorej high way, exit
MOBILIER & DECORATION jepariment no 235-Tel: 009646 540565928 Q
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Tel.: 03/409423 - 07/738333 - 07/738444
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Our Services

- Professional Make-up
- Tattoo

- Solarium

- Facial Care

- Mail Care

- Light IPL

— Electrolysis

- Botox — Filler
- Mesotherapy
- Crystal Peeling
- Glycopeel

- L.P.G

- Body Lifting

Samar Karaki Institute - Make-Up & Tattoo Artist
Saida - Eastern Boulevard - Facing Hariri Mosque
Darazi Bldg. - 1st Floor
Tel: +9617736968 - +95613734595 - E-mail: samarkaraki@yahoo.com



Saida - Dallaa Str. - Tel: 03/ 412 912 - 03/ 787 654 - 07/ 751 810
Fax: 07/ 730 975 - E-mail: Chreidi_car@hotmail.com
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Baba Home

Showroom
Abra - main road - Saida - Lebanon
Telfax; +961 7 75 22 25
Web: www.babahome.net

E-mail: info@babahome.net /
/\‘b
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Saida - Ghazieh Industrial Zone 11 - Tel.: 07/221850 - 07/221851 - Fax: 07/221852
Website: www.mounirbissat.com ~ www.buylebanese.com ~ E-mail: feedback @ mounirbissat.com
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Lecico

World Class Standard

SIGMA FLOOR SET

Factory & Main Office Kfarshima, P.0.Box: 11-5147, Tel: +961.5.434 222 - Fax: +961.5.436 720/1
Showrooms: Zahle: +961.8.931 025/26 - Fax: +961.8.931027, Sour: +961.7.740 689 .
Sodeco: +961.1.640125. www.lecico.com.lb
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We Lead Your Successs

SMS Sewicés
Web Services
Gift & Promotional Items \'

SaidaAl-Makased Bldg , TeleFax: +961 7 751 402/3
info@ebdaa-lb.com , www.ebdaa-lb.com



SEVTYVTY ol ot ]l e B e (ol it il it g ot
wuw. |sBcanbARK.cOm La l.'..-.l;.-i;'...._‘,;'




Switzerland

< - i
- P ¥ Ay
. by, -7 - - -
L " -r;-;_"'_'. - &
a“ __ _‘.. 1I..:r-" -~
o - - el S .. l"
g =

\4
60

Customer Help Desk: (+961 4) 72 77 77

SIS e B g
. Tt ;'.. o x . e . f‘ = -
- e B »¥ -
g o B 3 2 Y -
' F Lo @ k
- ¥ - - a = .
e B el 3
. ""i! R e
- -, -
. =
q [ ]
v
N P -’_l kL‘ | | - y |

contactus@banqueaudi.com

|  www.banqueaudi.com

Bank Audis:
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Hotels

Albergo Hotel - Relais Et Chateaux........... 961-1/339797
Bayview Hotel 961-1/373090
Beirut De Ville HOtel........cocvcueenerueriecncanns 961-1/637777
Beirut Marriott Hotel 961-1/840540
Charles Hotel 961-1/362270
Crowne Plaza Beirut...........cccccconveiciccincnnaeee 961-1/754755
Etoile Suites. 961-1/997996

Four points By Sheraton Le Verdun..

...961-1/803804

Gefinor Rotana Hotel...........cccccccvvviinniin 961-1/371888
Hazmieh Rotana Hotel..........cccccccccccuecnniannee 961-5/458000
Metropolitan Palace Hotel-Beirut................ 961-1/496666
Habtoor Grand Hotel Convention Center..961-1/500666
Holiday Inn-Dunes 961-1/792111
Hotel Cavalier 961-1/353001
Hotel Le Bristol 961-1/351400
Intercontinental Le Venddme Beirut........... 961-1/369280
Le Meridien Commodore 961-1/734734

Markazia Monroe Suites

961-1/991200

Monroe Hotel 961-1/371122
Mévenpick Hotel And Resort Beirut........... 961-1/869666
Palm Beach Hotel 961-1/372000

Phoenix Hotel Suites.....
Radisson Sas Martinez Hotel

...961-1/368668
961-1/368111

Raouche Rotana Suites........c.ccccooeeurnicnnee 961-1/770710

Royal Plaza Hotel

961-1/791000

Riviera Hotel And Yacht Club
Savoy Raouche Hotel.......
Safir Heliopolitan Hotel-Beirut...

961-1/373210
..961-1/791434
961-1/810555

Sheraton Coral Beach Hotel And Resort..961-1/859000

Sofitel Le Gabriel 961-1/203800
The Lancaster Beirut..........cccccveeneccinncenns 961-1/790810
White Tower Hotel 961-1/878139
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Nabatieh, The Heart of The Souk:

Nabatieh is the throbbing heart of Mt. Amel. It is in the middle of Mt.
Amel towns and villages. In fact it is the link between the coast and the
mountain.

Nabatieh is known for its mild climate, ancient history, an closeness to
Shikif Castle (Arnon) that stands loftly defing all the invaders who at-
tempted trespassing its forts history.

Archeological Sites:
Nabatieh 1s well-Known for its caves that lie around the city and Ro-
man and Phoenician remains that testify its historic and heritage depth.

Science & Culture:

Nabatieh is a source of knowledge and scientists and a center for culture
and literature. Cultural and religious activities are frequently performed
here and educational establishments (schools, instates, colleges) are un-
countable. This rendered the city a destination for the citizens living in
neighboring areas to pursue their studies here. After all it is honored by
being the birth town of the great Lebanese inventor, Hassan Kamel Al
Sabbah.

Structural & Commercial Growth:

Like other Lebanese cities, Nabatich witnessed noticeable construc-
tional progress that accompanied its commercial activities. It received
great services from its emigrant citizens who widely contributed to this
activity.

Nabatieh managed to attract investors in different domains, especially
in banking. As a result, major banks opened branches there.

Markets too prospered especially Monday Bazaar which is a public
bazaar frequented by traders and farmers from everywhere to promote
their agricultural and industrial products. This bazaar has become an im-
portant heritage in Nabatieh and still attracts customers and visitors till
now.




received great services from its emigrant citizens who widely con-
tributed to the success of these activities.

Archeological Landmarks in Jizzine:

- Cave of Fakhr Eddine Al Maani II which lies not far from the wa-
terfall ( about 450 m. to the north).

- Jizzine Saray (palace) : it was built according to Ottoman design in
the reign of the provincial governor, Nao’m Pasha in 1898. It is now
the headquarters of the Munici-
pal Council.

- Jizzine rocks and the statue of
the Holy Virgin at the inlet that
links Jizzine with Saida.

Tourist Sites:

One of the most famous tour-
ist sites that could be visited
in Jizzine area is Bkasin Pine
Forest which is one of the big-
gest forests in Lebanon. It has
been classified as a nature re-
serve. Adjacent to it are fruitful
pine woods of the neighboring
towns ( Al Maydan, Btidin Al-
lakash, Kaytoli, Hidab, Suni-
yah) . These forest bestow the
area splendor and purify and
refreshen air.

Tourist Festivals:

Jizzine performs a number of tourist festivals expecially in the sum-
mer, when festivals and artistic parades are held. The most noted fes-
tival is the annual festival that Jizzine Municipal Council holds and

attracts residents of Jizzine and the neighborhood. '



Jizzine, The Bride of the South

Jizzine, the bride of southern summer resorts, is famous for its wa-
terfalls that gush from the summit of the mountain to water its lands
and visitors. It is one of the most fascinating tourist areas in Leba-
non that attracts tourists from different Lebanese and foreign areas to
enjoy its pure, refreshing breeze that is imbued with pine fragrance,
and to relax in its cafes and restaurants that cluster around the grand
waterfall while it is flowing in
the valley. Its sound disturbs
the calm of the mountain and
harmonizes with the rustle of
the pine trees. It is a chance
not to be missed to enjoy the
charming scenery that endows
Jizzine a mild atmosphere.

The imprint of Jizzine Mu-
nicipal Council headed by Mr
Said Bou Akl is obvious to the
visitors as manifested in pub-
lic parks, nature reserves, and
tourist festivals.

A visitor inevitably wishes
to stroll in Jizzine commercial
center to enjoy seeing or buying
rare articles, decorated crafts, and souvenirs. One of the most promi-
nent local craft is making knives and swords that appeal to kings and
presidents who decorate their palaces with.

Structural & Commercial Growth:
Like other Lebanese cities, Nabatiech witnessed a noticeable con-
.structional movement that accompanied its commercial activity. It



towers of modern structural forms for trade and residence.

The Municipality also launched a wide campaign for afforestation, plant-
ing trees in many squares and patches which increases the city’s splendor
which matche the rumble of its sea.

Tyre Beach:

Tyre beach is considered the most beautiful nature reserve in Lebanon
and one of the most important environmental sites in the Mediterranean
region. The beach lies south of the historic city along the coast stretching
from Tyre Tourist Rest House to the vicinity of Ras

Al Aln area:

The most distinctive things in this nature reserve are a wide sandy beach
and Ras Al Ain Springs whose natural fresh water has been gushing for
thousands of years. These springs attract swimmers and divers of Leba-
nese and foreign origins and from different Lebanese areas to enjoy the
golden sands of the beach.

Marine life of Tyre Beach and Ras Al Ain is characterized by its wealth
in both plants and animals including different kinds of fish. It is also a hab-
itat where sea turtles lay their eggs. Springs have supplied the area with
abundant quantities of fresh water for thousands of years. The Municipal
council set up tourist tents along the reserve beach to attract tourists in
order to activate the economy of the city.




Khan Al Ifranj:

It dates back to the Ottoman era. Is a Catholic endowment and is known
as Khan Al Ashkar. It is made of 2 Floors: the 1st used to be stores, and the
second bedrooms.

There is another Khan by the name of “Rebo” whose doors open on 3 di-
rections and on 3 different streets. The Fourth side faces the mosque.

Tyre Port:

It is exclusively a Phoenician port, Tyre residents have known sailing
and boat and ship making since the outset of civilization. This gave Tyre
Port vitality and prestige for it receives both commercial and tourist ships.
Tyre people are also highly proficient in fishing which supplies themwith
a considerable revenue. In addition to this, Tyre Port has played a great
role in importing cars since the nineteen eighties. It is considered now as
one of the most vital ports in this business. At present a plan is being car-
ried out to transform it into a tourist port.

As a result of these activities, commerce and tourism have flourished in
the city. Besides, emignants from Tyre who are considerable in number
contributed greatly to tourism and shopping.

The Unifil forces whose number is over 15 thousand multinationals also
play an important role in tourism and shopping in Tyre. This helps a lot in
supporting business and tourism in a city so deep in history.

Similarly, the commercial activities led to progress in banking activity
and to launching more banks and bank branches. It also prompted traders
to start cafes, parks, and restaurants.

Tyre has preserved its business and tourist position through the strenuous
efforts exerted by its Municipal Council through performing a number of
festivals and activities to attract tourists and develop the city’s economic
state. The Council did all these sevices in collaboration with the Com-
mittee of Tyre and the South Festivals which is headed by Madam Randa
Berri and Tyre Merchants Association.

Constructional Growth:
Tyre has always preserved its traditional character despile the construc-
ional development witnessed in the city. At present, it is intent on building



its markets and quarters which take him back in memory millenniums of
years and give him the impression that he is embracing history

Tyre markets are varied as in other Lebanese cities. Some of these are the
Jewelers market, the Tanners, and the Shoemakers market.

Mosques and churches:
Mosques and churches participated in Tyre religious awareness and
spread conceptions that brought citizens closer and gave a pattern for
Muslim - Christian coexistence.

The most distinctive of these are:
The Old Mosque: which is built
from sandstone and close to a
modern edifice which is the social
center where celebrations on reli-
gious occasions are performed.

In 1974 it was recognized as an

archaeological site and was added
to Tyre’s history sites.
In 1974 the mosque was recondi-
tioned by Al-Hariri Foundation as
donated by the late Prime Minis-
ter Rafik Al-Hariri in commemo-
ration of his deceased young son,
Hussam Eddine Al-Hariri.

Imam Abdul Hussein Sharaf Eddine Mosque
St. Thomas Church with its arched from part
Dame of Seas Church

Al Saray (The Palace):

Was built by Sheikh Abbas Al Mohammad and consisted of one floor. A
second Floor was added in the 19th century. At present it is the headquar-
ters of the deputy governor. ‘



Tyre The City of History

Tyre has always been a center for archeology and civilization and a center
of attraction to tourists from all over the world. It is a beacon for knowledge
and art whose effect reached Cyprus through its efficiency in business and
culture. Its Municipal Council under the leadership of Abou Zafer Al Hus-
seini and under the direction of his Excellency, Parliament Spokesman, Mr
Nabih Berri, preserved the cultural and traditional heritage of the city. For
this purpose, it reconditioned the
markets, quarters, and old build-
ings and held scientific and liter-
ary seminars rendering the city a
cultural center.

Tyre is well-known for its dis-
tinctive archeology which attract-
ed tourists and visitors with its
dazzling remains. This contribut-
ed to business and trade progress.
Two of the most conspicuous ar-
cheological sites are at Buss and
the city proper.

Al Buss Site:

In its eastern sector there are
Roman and Byzantine sarcupha-
guses, and in the western sector
there are the stadium, the memo-
rial gate, and the triumphal arch.

Tyre City Site:

The buildings in this sector represent the religious, political, and cultural
life of Tyre.

Some sites in this sector are: the mosaic road, the square theater, the
bath, the water cisterns, the sports hall, Hiram spring, the Crusade Cathe-
dral, and the sunk harbor which can be seen when the sea is calm.

A visitor shouldn’t miss strolling in the old city to get acquainted with




Bizri Boulevard where business
firms are concentrated. Another
highway is Rafic Al Harir1 Str.,
that runs along the sea cornice
and port street.

This active constructional
progress has led to thriving busi-
ness and shopping which neces-
sitated the expansio
and malls. T




Saida is also famous for its ancient marketplaces such as the Gold
Market, the Bazarkan (Clothes), the Butchers, Vegetable, Shoemak-
ers, the Weavers, and the Carpenters Markets. The last mentioned has
been reconditioned by Saida Developmental Society and is consid-
ered an archeological masterpiece where ancient history is blended
with the modern one. When looking at the arches and the wooden
doors and windows, you will see a unique sight.

From this market you go into St. Nicolas Quarter where old buildings
cleave to oine another in one block, giving you the impression that
you are in a museum.

Quarters:

Old Saida encompasses many inner quarters such as Al Dabbagh,
Al Kishk, Al Sabil, Al Shari, Al Knan, Al Masalkieh, Al Zwaitini, Al
Kamlah, Al Bargoutt, Rijal Al Arbeen, St. Nocalas. As for modern
Saida the quarters are: Al Wastani, Al Dikrman, Al Shamoun, Al
F’akhora, Maksar Al Abd, Al Shakrieh, Al Saba’ Ayon, and Sahl Al
Sabbagh.

From these major quarters inside and outside Saida about 40 small
quarters branch: Jews, Christians, Mizab, Al Kilani, Sit Nafisah, Al
M’adna, Marmou, Old Saray, Dahr Al Mir, Abi Nakhla, Ain Zaitroun,
Ain Jalboun, Al Tahoon, AL Musalabieh, Al Mawrnah, A Canaya,
Al Mazboudi, Sheikh Murad, Sheikh Ammar, Omar Jalali, Al Bir,
Al Saha, Al Hawarnah, Al Bawaba Al Tahta, Abazah, Bawabat Al
Fawqa, Birkit Ghazal, Tantour, Bawabit Al Khaima, Al Zohour, A
Biatra, Al Magsaf, Ain Abu Al Lotuf, Al Iskandarini.

Constructional Growth:

Saida is a site of a rapid constructional growth that puzzles its visi-
tors. Yet its cultural heritage is preserved by combining old architec-
ture with the new.

The area of the city has grown many times its original area and
new streets and boulevards have been built. Along these boulevards

malls, car expos, and furniture fairs sprouted.
he most recent street that witnesses rapid growth is Dr Nazih Al



The Port:

A tourist should not miss enjoying seeing the fishermen harbor with
its boats and ships. He can do so either while standing on the quay or
while seated in one of the public cafes opposite the harbor. He/ She
can also watch the seagulls hovering near the surface of the sea and
listen to the music of the waves splashing on the port edge.

In the holy month of Ramadan, visitors never cease to come to Saida
either to stay late in its cafes or to stay for the night in the Castle Ho-
tel nearby.

The Public Squares & Old
Markets (Souks):

Old Saidahas 2 public squares:
Bab Al Saray Square which has
g been recently reconditioned
and has become a site to see
® the real archeological structure.
i MmNy irmie==t Thc other square is the square
S ==t JT-“TTL of the Grand Omari Mosque.

Other historical sites that a
tourist 1s advised to see are:
Al Ward Bath, the New Bath,
Al Mir Bath, Ashmon Temple,
Dabbanah Palace, and the Soap
Museum. The last was founded
by the Odehs and is regarded as
the best in the Middle East. It recounts the story of soap making
in the region that extends from Allepo to Nablus, showing differ-
ent kinds of soap and their properties. It is proper to mention here
that the Odehs reconditioned the neighborhood of the museum and

people call it now Odeh Quarter.




Some mosques are:

The Grand Omari Mosque. Al Saray Mosque, Kutaish Mosque and
Haj Baha’ Eddine Al Hariri Mosque, which has crossed to the world
of historic landmarks in Saida and the South for its designs and deco-
rations remind us of the Ottoman era. Yet modernity is explicit in its
wonderful form, so it is not strange that it has become a destination
for visitors and passers—by as well as local residents.

The city churches are:

The Roman  Orthodox,
The Marionette, and the Ro-
man Catholic Church. These
churches receive worshippers
and tourists from Saida and
outside. On Christmas, Easter,
and New Tear Day, they are
decorated with colored lights it > p
which increase thqr grace and 2 *v;:;i&*ims NE%; et
reveal their splendid construc-

tion and design.

The Inns (Klans):

Al Ifrang, Al Ruz, the Old Bar-
racks (Al Kishla), Al Shakrieh,
and Al Faransawi.

The most famous of these inns
is Khan Al Ifranj which was
built according to the eastern Tuscanian design in the reign of Fakr
Eddine. It has contributed considerably to the boosting of tourism
especially when Al Hariri Foundation started to perform activities in
it such as art and culture fairs, folklore shows, bazaars and festivals.
The most recent celebration was when General Michael Suleiman
was elected president.

N




Saida, The Capital of The South

The city is characterized by its geographic location along the Medi-
terranean and by being the portal to the Lebanese South. It is no more
than 45 Kms from Beirut, the capital, and one of the most ancient
Phoenician cities in the world. It goes back to more than 6000 years
and can be traced back to Sidon, the firstborn of Canaan, Naoh’s son.
It was famous for commerce and seafaring and its vessels cruised to
most Mediterranean harbors.

Saida is rich in historic sites, some of which have been excavated,
others have not. One evidence on the ancient city historic value is
the impression it leaves on its visitor who feels as if he were facing
history from which fragrance of originality emanates. It has invari-
ably retained its ancient architecture and design as can be seen in its
arches and vaults built withsand stone and its narrow, meandering
lanes.

Prominent Archeological Sites of Saida

The Sea Castle: overlooks the isle of Saida. It is a unique master-
piece on whose rocks billows splash. It attracts tourists and school
and university students. Very often, festivals and fairs are held here,
and one of the latest activities was a photo exhibition showing the
heroic performance of the Lebanese Army.

The Land Castle

It lies on a hill to the south of the city and overlooks the ancient city.
Not far from it is the Antiquities Department. At present it is being
reconditioned and maintained.

Mosques & Churches
The city is considered a religious tourist milestone where mosques

are in the vicinity of churches.






Jizzine: A Natural Artistic Tableau

At the western foot of Mt. Niha lies Jizzine in an amphitheater of mountains
guarding it from all sides. It is girdled with geological clefts. It's of an inter-
esting topography for its heights are rocky areas giving the town an attrac-
tive fashioning as well as a wealth from Jizzini stone industry.

Jizzine is characterized by being a summer resort which hosts those seek-
ing beauty, tranquility, and charming nature. This is manifested by fantastic
brick-roofed houses and increasing number of restaurants and cafés. Hotels
have replaced inns and carry names such as Egypt, Pyramids, and Palestine
because Egyptians and Palestinians preferred Jizzine to other resorts. From
here comes the name Arab Resort for Jizzine.

By the end of 2001, the Municipal Council worked relentlessy to restore to
Jizzine its tourist and summering glory. In 2002, the Municipality launched
the heritage festival which has become an annual convention. The waterfall
and Jizzine have become inseparable twins to the extent that waterfall has
become a synonym for Jizzine. The Municipality also implemented a project
for pumping water from the waterfall which regained its charm, grace, and
glamor. When talking about tourism and Jizzine, it's impossible to forget
Jizzini knife industry, which dates back to 1724.

Nowadays, Jizzine witnesses an economic and tourist revolution for its
loyal sons have carried out a number of tourist projects to make the town
receive and host tourists and summer frequenters whose numbers are in-

creasing year after year.

Mr. Said Bou Akl, the Lawyer
Chairman of Jizzine Municipality
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Tyre, The Legend That Baffled Great Men

A “coquette” in her *flirtation” dancing with sea waves on the tunes of a
melodious symphony. That is Tyre snuggled in the lap of the Mediterranean
in the center of the world with its beach which is blended with the tales of
forerunners: the tale of Europe, the alphabet of Cadmus and Alissar.

It's a legend that baffled many great men of history. Tyre never concluded
a truce with any raider and never submitted to covetous arrogance. So it
was tinted like its purple in the blood of its children at the altar of freedom
and trails of civilization. Since the third millennium B.C. till the dawn of faith,
Herodotus tales had been but one tale named Tyre.

Tyre stretches on the longest sandy beach in Lebanon. It's only 80 K.m.s
from the capital. It seems to be in the middle of the sea like a peninsula yet it
embraces the start of Mt. Amel. Between them lies one of the widest coastal
plains whose soil is fertile and full of banana and citrus orchards in addition
to exquisite historic sites.

Towards the beginning of the 18th century, the city was rebuilt after being
worn out with time and invaders. Then a new tale started in our modern his-
tory for colonnades were erected anew to restore Tyre to its natural stature
as the metropolis of Mt. Amel and the bride of the Mediterranean while sip-
ping civilization from its history and reanimating its heritage to be up to its
proclamation as a cultural and human originator that contributed to civiliza-
tion.

The excavated Roman and the Byzantine remains with their traditional edi-
fices stand as a witness on the greatness of this ancient city.

Abou Zafer Al - Hysseini
Chairman of Tyre Municipality







The Chamber of Commerce, Industry &
Agriculture in Southern Lebanon
& Its Role in Economic & Tourist
Development

Southern Lebanon Area is rich in economic potentials that need further
exploitation in accordance with developmental programs that should be
implemented by the public and private sectors. The tourist field with its
promising potentials occupies a notable rank although it needs more support
and furtherance.

During the last decades, Southern Lebanon had been a subject to security
instability and to Israeli recurrent aggression. Despite these adverse
circumstances, the economic cycle never ceased and production never
disrupted by virtue of the stead fastness of the people there and their staying
on their lands.

After liberation, tourist enterprises emerged as economic resources of
increasing vitality.

In such conditions, the Chamber of Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture
in the South played an efficient role on all levels and in different economic
sectors including the tourist sector. This role was put into effect through
involvement and continual encouragement and by boosting relations with
the state and the southern emigrants who responded by showing more
interest in investing in various sphere, especially, the tourist sphere.

Mr Mohammad Al Zaatari,
head of the Chamber of Commerce, Industry,
and Agriculture, Southern Lebanon
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A weekly bazaar is held in the town on Mondays when merchants and
visitors come from everywhere, The city teems with banks, restaurants,
hospitals and clubs as Shkif Club that embodies a cultural and tourist
phenomenon. The city has witnessed a significant cultural progress
at the hands of various personalities in knowledge, literature, and
jurisprudence such as the man of letters and jurisprudence, Sheikh Aref
Al Zein and the great scientist, Hassan Kamel Al Sabbah whose statue
receives you at the inlet of the city.

As for Jizzine, it is one of the most notable Southern
summer resorts for its abundant sources of water,
green natural landscape, and public facilities which
make it a first class touristtown. Jizzine is associated
with waterfalls which are unique in their beauty. It is
an ancient city where sarcophaguses and Crusade
and Islamic remains are found. It had been a mecca
for imams and jurisprudents. In it lies the cavern of
Emir Fakhre Eddine, the Great. Jizzine of today is
-~ reputed for its hotels, cafes, recreation centers, and
i fish aquariums.

The town is also famous for its crafts (decorated
daggers, knives, spoons, forks with handles shaped
like birds crowns, and other decorative articles) and
other Jizzini crafts that have a great world fame for
their excellent shapes and industry. Some of these
articles are presented to important personalities and
heads of state as souvinirs.

The South teems with tourist attractions, malls,
. hotels, restaurants famous for seafood, and Saida
and Tyre ports.

The beauty of nature in the South is a reflection of
the Southerners’ qualities such as their clinging to
their territories which makes the Southern Area highly
productive, teeming with advancement, prosperity,

and life.

Finally, the Southern Area, that enriched the human civilizations
through its coastal cities, will exist eternally.

Director of TQurism Affairs

|
Nada Sardouk




Life Persistent Lebanon

A small, beautiful, hospitable, life-persistent country, Lebanon
with its coasts along the Med to its snow-capped mountains has always
been a unique entity in the East. This distinctive geographic location
midway between the East and the West gave it the name of "Orient
Switzerland”. It is wealthy in historic remains and natural landscapes
as well as residents who are known for their sense of humor, generosity,
and love of life.

Lebanon has ample tourist attractions and
potentials to develop this industry. We have all
kinds of tourism such as tourism of the sun, the sea,
relaxation, moderate climate, different seasons,
natural scenery as well as summering centers and
towns that attract annually thousands of tourists.

One of the prominent areas of Lebanon is
the South which is famous for its historic sites and
different tourist facilities. The South was subject
to many raids and occupations from Saida to Tyre
such as the Greek, Roman, Arab, and Crusaders
occupations. All of them left timeless remains that
are still the major destination of tourists who frequent
Lebanon.

From Saida, the South Metropolis, that has a
distinctive rank among the Phoenician cities, is well-
known for making ships, glass and purple dyes and
its archeological sites such as the Crusade Castle,
Khan Al Ifranj, Grand Omari Mosque, Phoenician
Ashmon Temple, and old marketplaces. Saida is
now famous for its oriental sweets.

As for Tyre, the queen of the seas, it also
teems with historic sites such as the Roman city
with its mosaic paths, the remains of the Crusade
Cathedral, the Triumphal Arch, the Chariot Racetrack, whichis considered
the greatest among the Roman racetracks, its walls, castles, and
marketplaces.

Tyre is famous for its sandy beach and its Rest House. For the
importance of its historic and cultural importance, the UNESCO in 1979
recognized it as a world archeolo%ical site. Nabatieh is an important city
in Mt. Amel. It is the center of the 6" governorate, and the center of a wide
rovince that enjoys an economic, cultural and constructional position.



of its director general, Madam Nada Sardouk, who loved the South and
attended to it by putting these towns on the tourist map, and by animating
festivals aided by the local societies. As a result, these towns regained
their glory which had been lost by the Israeli occupation and recurrent
aggression.

In a similar way, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry headed by
Mr Mohammad Al-Zaatari has played a remarkabe role in undertaking
the concerns of the southern areas especially the tourism affairs for many
years. He supported tourist and industrial projects to help these areas in
restoring their long-lost prestige. Besides, he took interest in the southern
emigrants who rendered great services to the economy of the South, by

setting up strong ties of interconnection with them.

Accordingly, in my book, which has just seen light, I would like to :

highlight with images and words the prominent tourist landmarks in the
major southern cities to be a guidebook for tourists and visitors.

In an attempt to express my gratitude, I appreciate the effort of those
who have contributed to the birth of this book, particularly, the Ministry
of Tourism as represented by Madam Nada Sardouk, the Chamber of
Commerce & Industry headed by Mr. Mohammad Al-Zaatari, Jizzine
Municipality headed by the lawyer Mr Said Bu-Akel, Tyre Municipality
headed by Mr Abu Zafer Al-Husseini and its notable member Dr Ghassan
Farran, and all the kind adverstisers. In fact, had it not been for the

aforementioned supporters, this book would not have been issued.

Hilal Habli
Habli Documentation

& Production Center




Foreword

When talking about tourism in its modern
conception, Southern Lebanon would lead the
tourist areas which attract visitors and tourists
from different areas of Lebanon and the world af
large.

Southern Lebanon has conjoined history
and modernity, summering and relaxation, picnicking and shopping.
Consequently, its towns and cities appeal to everyone bounding for or
passing by them.

The moment a tourist sets foot in Saida, the portal of the South, he/
she is received by its sea castle, and his attention is held by its mosques,
churches, historic inns, lanes, streets, and arches. Then he is bid farewell
by its land castle while resuming his tour towards the legend of history,
the disdainful city of Tyre that stretches into the depth of the sea, forming
the most marvelous beach in the Middle East. Here, the tourist feasts his
eyes on Tyre’s exquisite remains especially the Roman colonnades that

extend as far as the eye can see.

If the tourist wishes to. enjoy the mild, refreshing breeze and the | :

glamorous landscape, he/she is advised to visit the bride of the south,
Jizzine, which lies in a natural amphitheater of mountains, with cataracts |
gushing to water farms and enliven moods.

If the tourist likes to know more about science and scientists, he has to
halt at Nabatich, the home town of the Lebanese inventor, Hassan Kamel
Al-Sabbah. There he/she sees its firm, towering castle, Al Shkif Castle
(Arnon) that overlooks Palestine and Syria. The merits of these cities

drew the attention of the Lebanese Ministry of Tourism, in the person




Sidon (Saida)
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Saida Lebanon

Tel.: 03/855000

Castillo 0i Sigaro

www.tastilludisigam.mmA



Xtrem PAINTBALL \
Saida - Eastern Blvd.
Phone: 03 199 771

www.saidapaintball.com
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